
JASON L. EDMONDS (Jahsun Ifakolade)
4231 3rd Ave.  ▪  Los Angeles, CA 90008  ▪  (323) 244-1133  ▪  alafose@yahoo.com
EDUCATION
· Master of Fine Arts in Poetry/Creative Writing, San Diego State University, 2001. Thesis: "Naming Ceremony."
· Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy with a minor in Africana Studies, San Diego State University, 1998.
SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS
· Twenty plus years of innovative curriculum development and teaching experience as an EOPS Instructor and tutor, Adjunct Professor, and Graduate Teaching Assistant for a variety of courses at a large California university and two community colleges.
· Fifteen years of teaching African Martial Arts (Capoeira, Maculele, and other Diasporic Martial Arts)
· Five years of creative experience as an artist-in-residence, poet-in-residence, and curator for the “Writerzblock” poetry and prose workshops at various San Diego, California venues.
· Five years of grant writing, global community organizing, counseling, and ethnic teaching experience that benefited underprivileged communities in Africa and immigrants to the United States.
· Founded the NOMMO Collective, an internationally acclaimed performance poetry and music group in 1994.
· Conscientious, dedicated, and passionate educator with impeccable integrity, a clearly demonstrated work ethic, and commitment to superior instructional performance. 
· Compassionate, highly knowledgeable, and creative team player with effective management, organization, planning, motivation, and multitasking skills.
· Strong ability to identify key issues, make critical decisions, formulate effective solutions, deliver desired results, and create a culture of continuous improvement in the education field.
· Demonstrate key analysis, synthesis, writing, musical, and problem solving ability and a proven track record of inspiring students at all levels of experience.
· Exhibit excellent interpersonal, written, and verbal communication skills including conversational ability in Portuguese and Yoruba (Nigeria).
· Hold a Master of Fine Arts degree in Poetry/Creative Writing and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Philosophy with a minor in Africana Studies.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
California State University, Los Angeles & Dominguez Hills
9/2014 – Present 

Professor

Taught Ancient African History, Ethnic Images in Film, Third World Film, Race and Ethnicity, African American Literature 
William Grant Still Cultural Center, Los Angeles California
6/2013 – Present
Instructor

Taught Capoeira and African martial arts to youth ages three to thirteen and adults ages sixty and older.  Counseled youth and young adults ages three to thirteen.

Vanguard Middle School, Compton, California
2/2014 – 6/2014
AVID Tutor

Taught college readiness and critical thinking in the AVID (AVID is and acronym that means Advancement Via Independent Determination) program.  

Los Angeles Film School, Hollywood, California
2008 – 2012 
Course Director, English Composition/Associate Professor
Create instructional materials and teach courses geared to a very diverse and creative student clientele.   Teaching multi-media, on-line, and on ground.  English, Historical Archetypes and Mythology, and Screen Writing courses to film, computer animation, and game design students.  
San Diego State University, San Diego, California
1997 – 2013 
Adjunct Professor

Create instructional materials and teach a variety of courses in the Africana Studies and English Departments at San Diego State University, and the Black Studies and English Departments at Grossmont College and Mesa College.

▪
Develop course outlines and materials, and facilitate courses including Introduction to Research Skills and Expository Writing (AFRAS 200), Composition Writing (AFRAS 120), History & Culture of Hip Hop (AFRAS 496), Caribbean Literature (AFRAS 464), and Speech Communications (AFRAS 140) at San Diego State.

▪
Currently teach Black Literature (ENG 238) and formerly taught English 101 and 120, Fundamentals and Composition, at Grossmont College (2004 – 2005), and Black Studies 101 Composition at Mesa College (2005).
Sudanese English Project, San Diego, California
2001 – 2002
Grant Writer/Administrative Assistant

Supervised a staff of 5 as a Grant Writer and Administrative Assistant for The Sudanese English Project, a non-profit organization that provides homework help, English tutoring, recreation, and informal mentoring to inner-city residents. 

▪
Researched and wrote grants, and taught English to Sudanese refugee children.

▪
Assisted immigrants and refugees with transitioning to life in the U.S. by tutoring, counseling, and mentoring them. 

▪
Coordinated activities and projects with a limited budgets and edited the donor newsletter.
Teachers and Writers Collaborative, New York, New York
2001 – 2001
Artist-in-Residence
Taught creative writing and poetry to middle school students in the New York City public school system. Sparked creativity and a love of learning in students’ mind and compiled and edited a book of poetry written by the students.
San Diego State University, San Diego, California
1999 – 2001
Graduate Teaching Assistant

Taught the Africana Studies 096 course in the Africana and Rhetoric Writing Departments at SDSU. The course instilled effective study skills and imparted African American history to a predominantly freshman population.
Water for Children in Africa, San Diego, California
2000 – 2000
Global Community Organizer
Assisted in the process of locating funding to provide safe and sustainable water sources throughout the village communities of Senegal and The Gambia on the continent of Africa. 
KPBS Radio Show “The Lounge,” San Diego, California
1999 – 1999
Poet-in-Residence and Contributor
Discussed hip-hop, jazz, poetry and artistic issues with San Diego's diverse radio listening arts community. 
Writerzblock Poetry & Prose Workshop, San Diego, California
1998 – Present
Founder, Coordinator, Curator, Producer, and Host
Host workshops at various San Diego area venues on the subjects of poetry, prose, writing, performing, and hip hop. Critique writing and performances, and host jazz bands.

Freedom Schools of America, San Diego, California
1997 – 1999
Servant Leader
Taught youth ages 8-14 at the San Diego Nubia Academy for the Freedom Schools of America, an organization that works in conjunction with the Children’s Defense Fund. Facilitated seminars with parents on the subjects of African civilization & technology, political consciousness, and various super-learning techniques.
San Diego State University, San Diego, California
1996 – 1999
Academic Tutor
Served San Diego State University as an Academic Tutor in the C.A.A.T., E.O.P.S., and athletic departments.  
▪
Empowered at-risk and English as a second language (ESL) students to excel in the subjects of Rhetoric & Writing, philosophy, logic, Africana studies, and English composition. 
▪
Responsible for an 85% pass rate among athletes who took writing composition tests.
Fulton Elementary School, San Diego, California
1991 – 1996
Teacher Assistant
Nurtured at-risk young males in the "Each one, Reach one" pupil advocate program at Fulton Elementary School in the San Diego Unified School District.
INTERNSHIP/RESEARCH
▪
Assisted with coordinating San Diego State University’s Africana Studies Research Center, 1999.
▪
Interned in both English Composition and Africana Studies courses at San Diego City College and Grossmont College in the SDICCCA teaching program, 1999 – 2000.

COMPUTER SKILLS
▪
Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Internet Explorer; Firefox; Adobe Photoshop; Cubase music production software.
LECTURES/PRESENTATIONS
San Diego State University, African American Baccalaureate Ceremony 2005-Present
Each year the Africana Studies Department of San Diego State University has asked me to compose a poem especially for the graduating class.
Shades of San Diego, November 2007
Presented commentary and perspective as the historical expert on Hip Hop history and culture.
Harlem Book Fair, 2004
Featured Author/Panelist/Poet. Presented original work from the new chapter book entitled Southeast Poet Laureate and presented with distinguished panelists on the topic of Spoken Word Poetry’s Commercial Viability.  
Grossmont College, 2004
Featured Author/Lecturer/Poet at the Grossmont Literary Festival
.
Cole Library, 2003
Facilitated a poetry workshop in Carlsbad, California.
University of California San Diego, 2003
Facilitated a poetry workshop for 9th-12th graders in the Upward Bound Youth Program.
Langston Hughes Centennial, 2003
Presented on the topic of "The Role of Poet in Today's Society" along with Quincy Troupe and Amiri Baraka at the Malcolm X Library in San Diego, California.
African American Women on Tour, 2001
Facilitated an original lecture entitled "Healing with NOMMO" in Los Angeles, California.
San Diego State University, 1999
Facilitated a workshop on the subject of teaching poetry to students of all ages for San Diego teachers at the African American Educator’s Conference.
SLAM, 2000
Discussed the play entitled "SLAM" on a panel with Tom Jones, author of the play, and poet Quincy Troupe at the  Lyceum Theater in San Diego, California.
Brick by Brick, 2000
Performed with poet, actor, star, and co-author of the award winning movie SLAM, Saul Williams on opening night.
House Of Blues, 1999
Toured with the multilingual singing duo Les Nubians during the Princess Nubianese Tour.
Crisis Carnival
Presented on the subject of the diasporic poetry aesthetic at San Diego State University, 1997.

Open Minds
Presented a new approach to the aesthetic of poetry with acclaimed poetess, Sonia Sanchez, in San Diego in 1996.
FELLOWSHIPS
▪
Participated in a semester-long workshop with Sonia Sanchez at the Cave Canem Workshop, New York's Poet's House, 2002.
AWARDS AND HONORS
▪
Mentor for the San Diego Link Achiever Program, 1999 – 2002.
▪
Capoeira Angola Sao Bento Grande, Community Hero Award, 1999.
▪
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc; Mu Iota Chapter Outstanding Graduate Student Award, 1999.
PUBLICATIONS
· Featured and curated The House Was Too Small (Fowler Museum at UCLA) 2023 –  2025

· Curated CONJURE: Black Doll Exhibit (William Grant Still Arts Center) 2023 – 2024

· Ose Ifa Weekly podcast and video blog (2014 – present)

· A Long Way From the Block With Anthony Thomas podcast (2021 – 2023
· La Cura Podcast (2020)
· Speak To After Podcast (2019)
· Good Trouble (TV Show) “Capoeira” Season 3 Episode 1 (playing the character of “Capoeira Instructor”) (2019)
· “A Brief Glance at Ifa on the Subjects of Love and Relationships” (Oya N’soro 2012)
· For the Love of the People (CD released 2006)
· Southeast Poet Laureate (chapter book © 2004)
· African Voices, 2003
· CATABASIS 2nd Edition, Prose and Poetry book, 2003
· CATABASIS (CD sound recording) 2000
· CATABASIS, 1st Edition, 1999
· Taco Shop Poets Anthology, 1999
· San Diego Writers Weekly, 1996
· NOMMO, 1996
· UJAMAA, 1995 – 1996 
· Exploded Views, 1994


